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FRIVOLOUS ENTERED IN THANKSGIVING’S GRADE II $200,000 FALLS CITY HANDICAP, 

START VERSUS MALES IN FRIDAY’S GRADE I, $500,000 CLARK NOT RULED OUT 
 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (Sunday, Nov. 22, 2015) – G. Watts Humphrey Jr.’s multiple Grade II-winning homebred mare Frivolous was 
entered Sunday to defend her title against a dozen fillies and mares in Thursday’s 100th running of the $200,000 Falls City Handicap 
Presented by TwinSpires.com (GII) at Churchill Downs, but the 5-year-old daughter of Empire Maker’s participation remains in flux. 
 

Humphrey and his daughter, trainer Vicki Oliver, also intend to enter Frivolous, a three-time stakes winner at Churchill 
Downs, for a showdown against males in Friday’s $500,000 Clark Handicap Presented by Norton Healthcare (Grade I). Entries for the 
Clark will be taken Tuesday. 

 
“I’m pretty sure I know who is going in the Clark, but we’d like to see which post we like better and how the races look like 

they’re going to set up,” Oliver said. “We’ll make our decision in the next few days after we enter in the Clark.” 
 

The 1 1/8-mile Falls City is the traditional main dish on the Thanksgiving Day menu at Churchill Downs – a Louisville 
tradition since 1969 where more than 7,000 turkey dinners are served with all the trimmings, making it the largest number anywhere in 
the region. Joining the Falls City on the special 12-race holiday card is the $100,000 River City Handicap (GIII), a 1 1/8-mile test for 
older horses over the Matt Winn Turf Course. 

 
The first race begins early at 11:30 a.m. (all times Eastern) with the River City set as Race 10 at 3:53 p.m. and the Falls City as 

Race 11 at 4:22 p.m. The final race of the day is scheduled for 4:50 p.m. ET. 
 
Frivolous, who finished fifth in last month’s Breeders’ Cup Distaff (GI), is a winner of five races and $750,718 from 24 starts 

and has enjoyed the bulk of her success beneath Churchill Downs’ Twin Spires. The dark bay or brown mare won last year’s Falls City 
by a half-length over favorite Don’t Tell Sophia at odds of 19-1. This summer, she defeated future Grade I-winner Sheer Drama by 1 ½ 
lengths at 32-1 in the $200,000 Fleur de Lis Handicap (GII) and returned to take the $100,000 Locust Grove with an eight-length 
demolition job as the 6-5 favorite. Overall, she boasts a record of 7-3-0-2 at Churchill Downs.  

  
“She’s won the Falls City and winning it again would be super,” Oliver said. “If she could win it or be third in the Clark, she’d 

make about the same amount of money. To be a Grade I-winner or Grade I-placed against the boys in a prestigious race like the Clark 
is enticing for our mare. We’re leaning to the Clark, but if we don’t think we can be 1-2-3 in there, she’ll go in the Falls City.” 

 
Frivolous would be the 122-pound high weight in the Falls City, but would carry 115 pounds in the Clark – seven pounds less 

than likely headlining participants Effinex and Race Day, six pounds less than Dortmund and five pounds less than Keen Ice.  
 
“With the (five-pound) weight break (as a mare against males), she’s really only two pounds off the high weights,” Oliver said. 

“I was hoping for a little more weight break than that but we’ll see what happens.” 
 

 Either race will be the final start of Frivolous’ career as she is scheduled to join Humphrey’s Kentucky broodmare band in the 
near future, and Oliver hopes Frivolous can avenge her five-length defeat to Stopchargingmaria in the Oct. 30 Distaff at Keeneland.  
 

“I was really disappointed at the Breeders’ Cup and I think the post (No. 2), more than anything, cost her,” Oliver said. 
“Sometimes she breaks great and sometimes she doesn’t but she seems to break better at Churchill than anywhere, I don’t why. 
Sometimes she just doesn’t leave the gates running and when that happens against a 14-horse field she can get shuffled too far back.” 

 
Frivolous landed post No. 5 for the Falls City under regular rider Jon Court and was installed as the 3-1 favorite on Churchill 

Downs odds maker Mike Battaglia’s morning line.   
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Should Frivolous target the Clark, Forum Racing IV’s 3-year-old Birdatthewire, winner of the Forward Gal (GII) and 

Gulfstream Park Oaks (GII) earlier this year, would be the 118-pound starting Falls City high weight. 
 
The two-time Grade II-winner, one of five 3-year-old fillies entered in the Falls City, hopes to move forward off a fifth-place 

finish, 8 ½ lengths back of romping winner Spelling Again, in the $200,000 Chilukki (GII) over a one-turn mile at Churchill Downs 
on Nov. 7. It was the daughter of Summer Bird’s first race against elders and her first start in 190 days after finishing fifth in the $1 
million Longines Kentucky Oaks (GI) when she was 5 ¼ lengths back of winner Lovely Maria. 

 
“She came out of the (Kentucky) Oaks a little body-sore and we gave her some time,” Birdatthewire’s trainer Dale Romans 

said after the Chilukki. “We might have rushed her to get her (to the Chilukki), but I think it’ll set her up good for the Falls City.” 
 
Birdatthewire (9-3-2-1—$379,400) broke a step slow in the Chilukki and then pulled herself into contention between horses 

before lacking the needed late response to challenge the winner.  
 
“I thought at the three-eighths pole that they were going to take my picture,” said jockey Corey Lanerie, who is poised to 

collect his 10th riding title in the last 11 meets at Churchill Downs. “I was sitting on a ton of horse. She was a little keen but she’s done 
that in the past and it wasn’t really bothering me. When the race picked up she just ran like a horse that had been off for a while.” 

 
Birdatthewire is scheduled to break from post No. 9 and is the 4-1 second choice on the morning line. 
 
The complete Falls City Handicap field from the rail out (with jockey, weight and morning line odds): Summer Colony 

runner-up Tiz So Sweet (John Velazquez, 115 pounds, 5-1); Groupie Doll (GIII) winner and Turn Back the Alarm Handicap (GIII) 
third Call Pat (Joe Rocco Jr., 116, 6-1); Peru-import and Breeders’ Cup Distaff trailer Salama (Chris Landeros, 113, 30-1); 15-time 
Ohio-bred stakes winner Needmore Flattery (Luis Colon, 116, 50-1); Frivolous (Court, 122, 3-1); Chilukki runner-up Ahh Chocolate 
(Brian Hernandez Jr., 114, 12-1); 2014 Golden Rod (GII) runner-up No Fault of Mine (Robby Albarado, 112, 12-1); recent first-level 
allowance winner Gamblers Rose (Shaun Bridgmohan, 112, 30-1); Birdatthewire (Lanerie, 118, 4-1); New York-based three-time 
stakes winner Montana Native (Channing Hill, 114, 12-1); Woodbine’s Belle Mahone winner Theogony (Julien Leparoux, 117, 12-1); 
Dogwood (GIII) runner-up and recent four-length second-level allowance winner Chide (Miguel Mena, 116, 5-1); and 2014 Ta Wee 
third Pretty Fancy (Sophie Doyle, 114, 30-1). 
 
 

************************************************************************************* 
 
 

HEART TO HEART RETURNS TO CHURCHILL DOWNS FOR GRADE III RIVER CITY ’CAP 
 

Terry Hamilton’s Heart to Heart, a fan favorite for both his on-track success and the distinctive heart-shaped star that 
adorns his forehead, bids for a Churchill Downs hat trick when he takes on eight rivals in the 38th running of the $100,000 River City 
Handicap (Grade III) on the Thanksgiving Day undercard. 

 
The 1 1/8-mile turf test is scheduled as the 10th of 12 races on the holiday program. 
 
The Ontario-bred 4-year-old son of English Channel comes into the race off a disappointing 10th-place run behind Grand 

Arch over yielding turf in Keeneland’s Shadwell Turf Mile (GI). But Heart to Heart is unbeaten in two stakes outings at Churchill 
Downs with victories in the 2014 renewals of the Jefferson Cup (GIII) and Commonwealth Turf (GIII), both restricted to 3-year-olds.  
A victory in the Oceanport Handicap (GIII) on Aug. 14 at Monmouth Park is the only victory in five races for Heart to Heart since his 
back-to-back wins at Churchill Downs. 

 
“No doubt he’ll be up front,” said trainer Brian Lynch. “Hopefully there isn’t too much speed in the race. His last race was 

run over a soft turf and he doesn’t like that too much. He hasn’t run his best races over the soft going. It seems like the firm turf suits 
him much better so hopefully we get that on Thursday.” 
  

Heart to Heart has a record of 6-2-2 in 17 races and is 5-1-1 in 10 stars on the grass. He has earned $456,640 during his career.   
 
Jockey Julien Leparoux, who was aboard Heart to Heart’s in last year’s wins at Churchill Downs, returns to the saddle.  

Heart to Heart will carry 121 pounds from post three as the 2-1 second choice in Mike Battaglia’s morning line odds for the River 
City. 

-more- 



Falls City Handicap and River City Handicap Advances 
Sunday, Nov. 22, 2015 
Page 3 of 3 

 
Heart to Heart’s effort to remain perfect over Churchill Downs’ Matt Winn Turf Course will be challenged by a pair of 

accomplished rivals in European import Messi (GER), the 9-5 morning line favorite, and Canadian shipper Are You Kidding Me, the 
5-2 third choice. 

 
Gestut Brummerhof’s Messi started his career in Germany, but has won three of four races since he arrived in the U.S. barn 

of Kentucky Derby-winning trainer Graham Motion. The 5-year-old New Approach gelding scored his first U.S. stakes victory with a 
nose victory in his most recent start in the $200,000 Knickerbocker (GIII) at Belmont Park. 

 
Jockey John Velazquez has been in the saddle for all four of Messi’s stateside races and will be in the saddle for his River 

City run. Messi has a career record of 5-5-0 in 16 races with earnings of $302,899. He will break from post six in the River City and was 
assigned 119 pounds. 

 
Ronald K. Kirk, John C. Bates and Michael Riordan’s Canadian invader Are You Kiddin Me comes into his 

Thanksgiving Day engagement at Churchill Downs off a half-length victory in the $200,000 Autumn Stakes (GII) at Toronto’s 
Woodbine. Trained by Canadian Hall of Famer Roger Attfield, the 5-year-old son of Run Away and Hide also scored 2015 stakes wins 
in Woodbine’s Eclipse Stakes (GII) and Nijinsky (GII). 

 
Alan Garcia has been in the saddle for all of Run Away and Hide’s seven 2015 starts and will ride Attfield’s charge in 

Thursday’s race. Are You Kiddin Me has a career record of 6-3-6 in 24 races with earnings of $661,566. The River City’s 124-pound 
high weight breaks from gate four. 

 
The River City Handicap field, from the hedge out (with jockey, weight and morning line odds): Dac (Robby Albarado, 112, 

30-1), Kalamos (Abel Lezcano, 115, 20-1), Heart to Heart (Leparoux, 121, 2-1), Are You Kidding Me (Garcia, 123, 5-2), Perfect Title 
(Ricardo Santana Jr., 115, 15-1), Messi (GER) (Velazquez, 119, 9-5), Knights Nation (Calvin Borel, 115, 12-1), Gabriel’s Cat (Victor 
Lebron, 112, 30-1) and Thatcher Street (Brian Hernandez Jr., 115, 15-1). 
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